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NWERC Announces New Efforts in Scientific Collaboration in the Pacific Northwest 

 

Eugene, OR—Pacific Northwest insects are in the spotlight as the Northwest Entomological 

Research Center (NWERC) announces operational status as a nonprofit organization, providing 

services to Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Northern California. The research center, founded in 

the fall of 2011, is focused on local research and services with the goal of improving land-use 

and industry practices regarding pest management, bioassessment, and conservation/restoration 

science. 

 

Targeted research programs are developing at NWERC, and are aimed at addressing the 

challenges and opportunities of entomology in the Pacific Northwest Region. Research programs 

will include invasive species studies, pesticide efficacy and alternatives to pesticides, 

invertebrate community research and studies evaluating environmental impacts on insects. 

NWERC researchers and collaborators anticipate that with research programs focused on local 

environment and industry needs, the application of new methods will be more efficient and 

produce better results. Industries that stand to be directly impacted by research at NWERC 

include local agriculture, nurseries, and forestry.  

 

These research programs are also expected to create field learning opportunities for area students 

interested in both entomology and the applications to industry while working alongside 

professionals. Melissa Scherr, Executive Director and Oregon State University Alum, described 

the goals of the research center as “…a collaborative effort. We’re building our programs with 

help of industry experts, government agencies and academics from all over the Pacific 

Northwest. The response we’ve had from this community has been overwhelmingly supportive, 

and we’re striving to integrate that kind of cooperation in all of our programs.”  

 

The idea for NWERC was founded on a loss of support for entomology services and education in 

the area. Says Scherr, “Education is the most important part of what we’re doing here, in the 

community, for industry professionals and for post-secondary education.” Scherr goes on to say 

that “the trend in education now is to seek interdisciplinary projects because it makes you more 

able to find funding from a variety of sources. But the trade-off is that we’re seeing a loss of 

training opportunities for our kind of expertise. In a region like ours, where we are so reliant on 

agriculture and forestry, it’s vital that we have experts who can tell the difference between a pest 

beetle and a neutral beetle in the same genus; we need experts who can tell if an insect is a native 

species or a closely-resembling invasive species. Knowing these kinds of things can save a crop 

from destruction or save a grower thousands in pest control costs.” According to Scherr, an 

internship program with the Department of Biology at the University of Oregon has already been 

initiated, and NWERC will be taking on at least two interns in the coming field season. 

 

Services programs at NWERC include insect identification, bioassessment and pest monitoring, 

and a variety of consultation services such as statistical design, data analysis, and preparation of 



manuscripts for academic publication. The research center also plans to begin offering industry-

specific identification workshops for professionals in the fall of 2012, as well as initiating a 

community outreach program aimed to enhance insect and ecological understanding for youth 

and families in the Pacific Northwest. 

 

The NWERC team has hit the ground at full speed, and has a busy field season planned for 2012. 

“It’s exciting,” says Scherr, “there’s so much we’ll be able to help with, and we’re looking 

forward to putting everything in motion.” 

 

The Northwest Entomological Research Center is a nonprofit focused on entomological 

applications in the Pacific Northwest, meeting the needs of local communities with expertise, 

accuracy, and efficiency. http://nwerc.org/ 
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